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Extracts from a Personal Interview with

Benjamin Franklin Smith
of Rockland, Maine

By

ALBERT EISNER
Associate Editor of the Writers Press Association

NEW YORK, JUNE, 1926

This book is presented with the compliments
of Benjamin Franklin Smith, Rockland, Me.

N W in the 97th year of a suc
O
cessful and honorable career
that has been complete in
achievements, that any man
may well feel proud of, Ben
jamin Franklin Smith, Rockland, Maine’s
"Grand Old Man” is enjoying the fruits of
a clean and well lived life of usefulness to
his country, his fellow man and himself.
His has been a life of accomplishments dur
ing which he has closely followed a set
standard of living to which he has consist
ently adhered to covering a period of almost
a century during which time he has seen
the whole world revolutionized and changed
to a marvelous extent, yet, he maintains
the same idea of life as he did in his earliest
youth and the ideals that were inculcated
into him as a child have been steadfastly
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followed until today when he is approach
ing the Century mark he feels happy in the
sense of satisfaction which can only be at
tained by a life of honesty, integrity and
cleanliness of mind such as he has been a
life long advocate of.
The writer had the extreme pleasure of
a day with this wonderful old gentleman at
his magnificent estate, Warrenton Park, one
of Maine’s most beautiful and picturesque
estates located at Rockland, Maine, where
Mr. Smith, surrounded by every luxury and
a loving family of relations, is passing the
declining years of his useful life amid his
wonderful collections of antiques and ob
jects of art from all over the world. Here
Mr. Smith enjoys life to its utmost and
loves to talk of his ideals and career. He
is a staunch believer of the “Golden Rule”

“do unto others as you would have them do
to you,” he says: “A boy born on a farm
learns to work hard and to produce the food
that he eats and the clothing he wears and
that as nature is all around him while he
is working on the farm and in the field he
never fails to observe the working of it in
its different phases. The boy that has his
country farm foundation laid when he goes
out into the world is better prepared and
equipped to fight the world’s battles and
to meet any and all contingencies that may
arise, and he is so strong in his purpose
that no power on earth can swerve him from
the path of duty and loyalty to his family,
himself and his country. As to his won
derful vitality and his good health Mr.
Smith said: “There is no secret about it;
simply obey the laws of God and of nature
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and work hard, keep your mind and your
body clean, your muscles busy and you will
never be ill. Use common sense in all of
your dealings and at all times. A clean
mind makes a clean body. Keep active and
morally clean and sound and nature will
take care of the rest.”
“Keep away from the vicious class of
moving pictures; I don’t mean the clean,
healthy pictures, but the vile, vicious, crim
inal and sexual pictures that are ruining the
minds and morals of our young people. Also
the vicious dance halls and other places
where the youth of the nation congregate
and indulge in orgies and all night carous
als that undermine their health and sap their
energy. The bootlegger is another form of
vice that has grown upon us lately and
seems to be making great headway despite
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all of our efforts to check it. I suppose,
however, that is another form of nuisance
that cannot be suppressed as long as there
are fools enough left to drink the vile stuff
they dispense and they will probably con
tinue to prosper at the expense of the health
and minds of their patrons. In these days
of moonshine home brew and poisonous de
coctions, the younger generations are suffer
ing from the vile liquids that are being sold
them by law-breaking bootleggers.
If the young people can be made to think
right, talk right and act right the world
would be much better and everyone would
be happy but those traits must be instilled
in early youth. In conclusion I would ad
vise all young people about to enter into a
business career to be courteous to all, hon
est, fearless, and to obey the laws of God

and country and he need never fear the out
come as a clean mind acting right will carry
him through any adversity or obstacle he is
likely to meet in his earthly career. Save
your country and you save its people. Train
your mind in the direction of helping to
carry on its work so that in handing it down
to posterity it will continue to be the best
country on earth to all the people of the
earth.”
Mr. Smith takes a keen interest in the
welfare of the rising generation and is con
stantly helping out worthy projects where
the youth is concerned. He has generously
contribued to educational work and recently
through his generosity, The Freedom Acad
emy at Freedom, Maine, (Mr. Smith’s birth
place) was enabled to complete the purchase
of a large tract of land adjacent to the Acad
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emy as a nucleus for an athletic field which
will be amply large for any sports, and on
which will be built later a structure that
will be a credit to the community as a place
for friendly gatherings. “The Smith Ath
letic Field” has been chosen as the name of
the new athletic grounds and the Academy
Association will have charge of its conduct.

WARRENTON PARK
Rockland, Maine

ARRENTON PARK, the ancestral
home of the Smith family, with its
miles of fine driveways, rolling fields, trim
cut lawns, beautiful landscapes, picturesque
scenery, unsurpassed view of the Penobscot
River, and natural facilities, forms one of
the most valuable estates of Maine. The

W
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early development of this great landed
estate was originated by David Smith, the
elder of the brothers, and developed in the
early 80’s, and his pioneer work was appre
ciated by the brothers who lent their co
operation and assistance in the financing
and development of the vast acreage, by
purchasing all of the land that now forms
one of Maine’s most attractive and noted
estates, and was named for George Warren
Smith, one of the pioneers and member of
the Smith family. The estate consists of over
500 acres of cultivated and virgin woodlands
picturesquely situated on the shores of the
Penobscot Bay, within the limits of the
town of Rockport and near Rockland, Maine.
It is at this spot that many of the United
States warships made their tests and it is
one of the interesting sites of the Park.
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The Samoset Hotel, one of America’s noted
health resorts, is adjacent to the estate,
where there is a golf course and many other
attractions for summer tourists. It is also
close to Glen Cove, that well-known Maine
resort with its attractive native environ
ment.
The various homes of the brothers are
located within the environs of Warrenton
Park, and will be kept up and preserved in
perpetuity in memory of the brothers, and
many acres of the estate is still as nature
made it, uncultivated and virgin soil in all
its natural beauty and splendour.
The original barn is preserved as built
many years ago, and it is Mr. Smith’s pleas
ure to invite the inhabitants of Rockland
to participate in real old fashioned barn
dances and other forms of clean, healthy

[ 13]

amusements at which refreshments are
served, and they enjoy the hospitality and
goodwill of Mr. Smith and his family.
For many years the four brothers worked
incessantly to improve and develop this
estate, and being associated so closely in
all their enterprises, they worked harmoni
ously, and in the concluding years of their
strenuous activities it is quite remarkable
that the brothers by their loyalty each to
the other and their indomitable energy, cre
ated such a large and valuable estate. As
the sole survivor of the brothers, Benjamin
Franklin Smith administers the entire fam
ily estate.
The first of the family of Smiths landed
in New England over two hundred and fifty
years ago, and have been prominently and
actively identified in the great growth and
development of the state of Maine.
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